
In the Bible, we read repeatedly 

of Israel forsaking the Lord… 

and eventually they got back on 

track.  Usually, leaving the plan 

brought difficult consequences, 

but God even used those diffi-

cult circumstances to call Israel 

back to Himself.  

We also read of the prodigal 

son who left home and wasted 
his life away.  Thankfully, his 

father was patiently waiting for 

his return– and was willing to 

joyously forgive when he arrived 

home.  The father in that para-

ble is a picture of our Father, 

God. 

Don’t wind up your life by arriv-

ing in the wrong location.  

Don’t settle for second best.  

Check your road map(Bible), 

I’m confident the directions are 

right...and if we follow them the 

path may not be paved in gold, 

but wait till you finally arrive.  I’ll 

bet it’s out of this world.  

 

Michael Brady lives near Round 

Valley State Park in New Jersey.    

He says there are days he wish-

es he didn’t.  He chose the loca-

tion because it is off the beaten 

path, secluded, and very peace-

ful.  The problem is, nobody 

informed Google Maps. 

If you wanted to go to Round 

Valley State Park, and you chose 
to look up your map on Google, 

you would be fine.  However, if 

you looked for directions and 

entered “Round Valley Reser-

voir”, as apparently many 

Google users do, you would 

find yourself in Michael Brady’s 

quarter mile long driveway.  

And that becomes a problem 

not only for Brady, but for the 

person looking for the actual 

park.  Some of them are down-

right angry, and let Brady know 

it.  Additionally, they show up 

early– like 6:45 am on a Sunday 

morning– with their boats in 

tow, and sometimes pull right 

up to Brady’s house!! 

Google says they are working 

on the problem, but so far it 

isn’t fixed. 

How many of us are trying to 

find our destination without 

getting the right directions?  Or, 

we’ve allowed circumstances in 

life to take us to a destination 

other than the one we would 

have preferred?  More im-
portantly, how many of us have 

settled for less than God’s best 

for us because we have followed 

the wrong road map?  If your 

head is nodding, so is mine, 

don’t be alarmed. 

Our God is the God of second 

chances… and thankfully third, 

fourth, and fifth, and more.  

God waits patiently for us to get 

on the right track, and when we 

fall off the right track, He gently 

calls for us to get back on track.  

He is not wanting anyone to go 

through their life to end in a 

location other than the one He 

has in mind.    

 

Annual Conference 2011 Report 

East Ohio 2011 Annual Confer-

ence Report 

By Rick Wolcott, Dir. of Com-

munications 

Bishop John L. Hopkins wel-

comed East Ohio back to Hoover 

Auditorium as he opened the 

42nd session of Annual Confer-

ence on Monday, June 13, 2011. 

“If these walls could talk, we 

would hear the Holy hum of Hoo-

ver,” Hopkins told the 1,501 in 

attendance on a sunny, 75 de-

gree day along the shore of Lake 

Erie. “We stand on the shoulders 

of others who have worshipped 

here.” 

The Service of Communion and 

Remembrance offered the oppor-

tunity for East Ohio to pay re-

spects to those who dedicated 

their lives making disciples for 

Jesus Christ. Lighted candles 

were processed through Hoover 

Auditorium and then placed on 

the altar to honor the fifty-five 
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saints who joined the church trium-

phant since last year’s annual con-

ference. Among them was Bishop 

James Samuel Thomas, who shep-

herded East Ohio for twelve years. 

The morning scripture from I Corin-

thians 12:12-26, Paul’s letter to the 

church at Corinth, reminded us that 

the church, despite its many parts, 

is one body. Like a human body, it 

functions best when each of its 

parts performs its task properly. 

The lesson was a perfect way to 

introduce, “If We Are the Body…,” 

this year’s annual conference 

theme. 

The State of the East Ohio Confer-

ence report showed a 1.14% de-

crease in membership to 163,603, 

and a .9% decrease in average 

weekly worship attendance to 

64,602. There were 2,049 baptisms 

performed in 2010 and 20,359 

professions of faith.  

One provisional deacon and five 

provisional elders were commis-

sioned Monday night. The evening 

was also a time to honor 27 retiring 

pastors for their years of faithfully 

carrying out Christ’s work. 

Tuesday’s featured speaker, the 

Rev. Jorge Acevedo, shared rea-

sons why and how Grace UMC in 

Coral Gable, Fl is heralded as a 

vital congregation. The key lesson 

brought by Acevedo is that his 

church is vital because it is in minis-

try with the marginalized but it’s 

able to do ministry with the margin-

alized because it is a vital congre-

gation. The two are not mutually 

exclusive. Acevedo shared further 

examples with Bishop Hopkins 

during the opening of the Episcopal

-Cabinet address. The second half 

of the address highlighted, through 

personal testimony, video and pow-

er point, vital ministries of East 

Ohio. 

The conference welcomed five 

elders and one deacon during the 

Tuesday evening Service of Ordina-

tion. 

Bishop Julius Trimble of the Iowa 

Conference led worship Wednesday 

morning. Trimble received a warm 

welcome back to East Ohio, where 

he previously served two churches 

and was dean of the cabinet. During 

his sermon Trimble challenged the 

crowd that we are not doing enough 

to be the body of Christ. “We don’t 

give a damn about the poor. Period. 

End of story,” Trimble proclaimed. 

He continued, “maybe we need 

fewer songs about Jesus and state-

ments about who will get into heav-

en and who is going to hell.” 

Thursday morning’s sermon, Faces 

of Grace, was given by Rev. Dr. 

Gary George. Continuing to build on 

the theme of “If We Are the 

Body…,” George 

lifted up the stories 

of three individuals 

whose lives have 

had an impact on 

his. The sermon 

concluded with a 

cardboard testimony 

featuring partici-

pants from around 

the conference and 

liturgical dance. 

Dr. George’s West 

Ohio Conference 

counterpart, the 

Rev. Joyce Fry, brought greetings 

on behalf of West Ohio Bishop 

Bruce Ough, who was out of the 

state and unable to attend. Fry will 

retire at the end of June. She 

thanked East Ohio for bringing her 

to Christ. Fry was ordained in East 

Ohio in 1971, one of the first female 

pastors in the conference. 

Bishop Hopkins closed annual 

conference by reminding those in 

attendance to Aid, Advance and 

Advocate on behalf of Jesus Christ.  

The 43rd session of Annual Confer-

ence will take place at Lakeside 

June 18-21, 2012 

Your delegate to Annual Confer-

ence was MaryJane Sampson.  If 

you have any questions concerning 

this article, you can contact Mary 

Jane or  our pastor.  Joel will be 

glad to discuss anything of interest 

to you.  Thanks for your support. 

 

East Ohio Conference cont’d. 

The State of the 

East Ohio 

Conference 

report showed 

a 1.14% 

decrease in 

membership to 

163,603, and 

a .9% decrease 

in average 

weekly worship 

attendance to 

64,602. 

Page 2 Aldersgate News 



 

No matter the forecast, 
weather can remind us 
of Godõs presence:  
 
Å When itõs sunny, re-
member that Jesus is 
the light of the world 
(John 8:12).  
Å When itõs cloudy, re-
member that God often 
spoke to and guided his 
people from a cloud 
(Exodus 13:21-22.)  
Å During a thunder-
storm, remember the 
thunder and lightning 

when God beckoned Mo-
ses to Mount Sinai 
(Exodus 19:16).  
Å When it rains or 
snows, remember that 
Godõs Word serves his 
purpose just as precipi-
tation does (Isaiah 55:10
-11).  
Å When itõs windy, re-
member that òa wind 
from Godó came at Cre-
at ion (Genesis 1:2), and 
Godõs Holy Spirit arrived 
at Pentecost like a 

mighty wind (Acts 2:2).  

the purchase. The deadline 

for donations is August 21st 

 

Congregational Out 

Reach   Join our small but 

dedicated committee which 

takes turns at writing a 

friendly letter to our shut-

ins. You can choose the 

date to write and your con-

tribution to this connective 

School Supplies for Needy 

Kids-  

Aldersgate is collecting 

school supplies to be donat-

ed to Lexington and Marl-

boro Elementary schools. 

Watch the bulletin in the 

next two weeks for specific 

needs or if you prefer, you 

may make a donation mark-

ing it School Supplies and 

the committee will make 

ministry would be approxi-

mately once every 6 weeks. 

We also need ones who 

would be willing to fill in on 

an occasional basis. The 

letter can be about the 

church service or just a 

friendly expression of car-

ing. The church office han-

dles all of the printing and 

mailing. See Bob Graham for 

information and to become 

a part. 330-935-2997 

Mission News 

School’s Out!!- But not for long!! Etc., 

Prayer Vigil 

Come to the Lord in prayer

- Mark your calendar for 

Saturday Sept 10th and plan 

to give an hour of your time 

praying for our congrega-

tion and our community. In 

the quiet of our sanctuary, 

spend an hour with the 

Lord. Signups will begin in 

mid-August. 
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Sunday School Classes 

meet each week here at 

the church.  We gather at 

9:15 am and have a varie-

ty of classes for anyone 

involved.  Dave McAl-

ister’s class has been do-

ing a Marriage study this 

summer, and will wrap up 

in about four weeks.  

This fall, the class will 

study Erwin Lutzer’s 

book, “One Minute 

After You Die.”  

Please watch for 

further announce-

ments.  
We have classes for 

all age groups, and 

we would love to 

have you attend this Sun-

day.  

Sunday School News 



Itõs human nature to 
look for shortcuts. We 
want the quickest, sur-
est route to our destina-
tion. Delays, detours 
and dead ends are frus-
trating and discourag-
ing.  
 
Consider this: òWhen 
Pharaoh let the people 
go, God did not lead 
them by way of the land 

of the Philistines,  

although that was near-
er ... . God led the peo-
ple by the roundabout 
way of the wilderness 
toward the Red 
Seaó (Exodus 13:17-18, 
NRSV).  
 
The Red Sea looked like 
a fatal wrong turn, but 
God was protecting the 
Israelites. He had a plan 
in place to lead them to 
the Promised Land.  
 

When God seems to pre-
fer delays and detours 
in your life, keep 
in mind that the 
long way just 

might be better.  

 
But I believe 
that the de-
sire to 
please you 
does, in 
fact, please 
you.  
And I hope I 
have that 
desire in all 
that I am doing.  
I hope that I will never 

My Lord God,  
I have no idea where I am 
going.  
I do not see the road 
ahead of me.  
I cannot know for certain 
where it will end.  
Nor do I really know my-
self, and the fact that I 
think that I am  
following your will does 
not mean that I am actu-
ally doing so.  

do anything apart from 
that desire.  
And I know that if I do 
this, you will lead me by 
the right road, though I 
may know nothing about 
it.  
 
Therefore will I trust you 
always, though I may 
seem to be lost and in 
the shadow of death.  
I will not fear, for you 

Taking The Long Way... 

The Right Road 

Vacation Bible School 2011 

reation and games,  music, and 

just helping in general.  

Nothing of this 

importance can 

be pulled off by 

one person.  It 

takes many, and 

we recognize 

everyone’s ef-

forts.  More 
importantly,  no 

group of individ-

uals could pull 

off a good VBS 

without God’s leading.  Thanks 

to all who have depended on 

Him, and allowed this year’s 

VBS to take 

place.  On 

the other 

side of this 

page, you 

will find 

some pho-
tos from 

this year’s 

effort.  We 

hope you 

enjoy them.  

By the time you read this, 

SonRock Bible Camp will be a 

piece of Aldersgate History.  

We hope that the prayers, 

preparation, and production of 

this Vacation Bible School will 

touch the lives of those chil-

dren that are attending.   

Many leaders have worked to 

make this a good week of VBS. 
Shalleen Mayes has headed up 

this years effort.  But numbers 

of others have worked on the 

Bible story, crafts, snacks, rec-

...no group of 

individuals 

could pull off a 

good VBS 

without Godõs 

leading.   
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We cannot begin to 

express our sincere 

thanks and appreciation 

for all your cards, 

thoughts, and prayers 

during Keith’s recent 

hospital stay.  Your 
concern and love mean 

the world to us.  We 

are truly blessed by our 

church      In God’s 

Love, Keith & Barb Lin-

erode 

Thanks!!! 

Aldersgate 

Weõre on the 

web...Alliancealdersgate.org 

 

Terry Baltzer,Arnold 

Earnest, Dale Hoover

-stroke, Stacey Jar-

rett-recovering ,Tom 

Linerode, Ruth 

McEldowney,Sarah 

Moore,Cindi Syme,  

Tiffany Riordan, 
Dennis Twaddle,The 

family of Dave Un-

kefer upon his death 
Wycliffe Bible Trans-

lators  
 

/ƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 

.ŜǾŜǊƭȅ .ŀƪŜǊΣ WƻŜ 

.ŀǧŜǊǎƘŜƭƭΣ /ƛƴŘȅ 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ YŜƛǘƘ [ƛƴπ

Prayer Concerns 

Well, we survived the 
day! Actually that is a 
huge understatement 
as it  
appears that we 
pulled off 
a very exciting day of 
Worship to the Glory 
of God! HE obviously  
contributed with a 
glorious July day. 
 
Dave and Janet 
McAlister reviewed 
their registration rec-
ords and feel  
that their best esti-
mate is 
around 400 at-
tendees. *WOW!! * 
Don't think that we 
could have asked for  

July Service at Silver Park*    

better on our FIRST 
effort 
at bringing all of our 
congregations togeth-
er. 
 
Dick Diser quickly 
counted the collection 
and reports that we 
raised a  
little over $1700 dol-
lars 
for the *A-F.I.R.S.T. 
PROJECT. 
 
*I asked James Sim-
bro of Union Ave. to 
record the service on 
a digital  
recorder. I hope that 
we can make use of it 
for future presenta-

tions. 
 
I want to express my 
deep gratitude to eve-
ryone for pitching in to 
make  
this an unqualified suc-
cess! God 
was most certainly 
providing the neces-
sary ingredients as we 
"Sowed the  

Seeds of HIS Love"! It 
took a 
phenomenal supporting 
cast to have such a 
SERVICE! 
 
This certainly exempli-
fies what we can do 
together! * Don 
VanFossen via e-mail. 

ŜǊƻŘŜΣ YŜƴŘǊŀ aŀǊǝƴΣ 
YŀǝŜ hǎƪƛƴΣ ±ƛǊƎƛƭ ϧ /ƻǊŀ 
wƛƴƎŜǊΣ YŜƴƴȅ wƻƳƛƎƘ ϧ 
ǿƛŦŜ 5ƻǊƻǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ 
wƻƎŜǊ ϧ WŀƴŜǘ {ǳƳƳŜǊǎΣ 
.ŜǊƴƛŜ ¢ƻǳǊƴƻǳȄΣ DƻǊπ
Řƻƴ ²ŀǊŘ 
 
Lou Ellen Garlanger, 
Tom Hazen, Marge 

McCallum 


